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COMMUNITY BASED AND RESPONSIBLE TOURISM EXPERIENCES 

We would like to give you an overview of our community based and responsible tourism products. Both have in 

common that the products focus on experiencing the diversity and customs of another culture.  

The difference is that Community Based Tourism consults, involves and benefits the whole community. 
Responsible Tourism is tourism that minimizes negative social, economic and environmental impacts and 
generates greater economic benefits for the local people but not necessarily involves the whole community. 

COMMUNITY BASED EXPERIENCES 

Code of conduct visiting communities  

 It is important to keep the village and the mountain clean, and bring all the trash back from the mountain 

and from the village.  

 Cleanliness and modesty are appreciated. Modest dress means shoulders covered and thighs covered.  

 Always ask permission to take photographs.  

 Be polite and respectful for their religion. 

 Ensure that gifts for local people are presented in an appropriate situation (teacher in a school or host 

family in return for hospitality.  

 Do not give gifts direct to children as this will encourage begging and undermine parents who cannot 

afford their children those items.  

 Do not pick up wild flowers, stones, fossils or pot shards. These are part of the site.  

 Keep to set paths – existing trails. 

 When using the toilet use water to clean yourself and avoid using excessive toilet paper or other tissue 

as it will block the  

 If you overnight and the bathroom has a large water tank, then this is Mandi. You scoop water from the 

tank with a small bucket. Keep the water in the tank clean, do not wash your hands in it.  

 

Nglanggeran Ancient Volcano – Java 

The village of Nglanggeran has been heavily 

damaged during the earthquake in 2007. The 

community of Nglanggeran youngsters then 

started with the idea of creating a community 

based tourism program in this village. A 

standard for homestays and village activities 

has been created to benefit the whole 

community. The village Nglangeran is a typical 

away from the main road Javanese village.  

Most villagers live from farming. There are rice 

fields, cacao plantations and fruit trees. The 

location of just 1- 1.5 hour from Yogyakarta will make it a nice day trip.  The special place to visit is the ancient 

volcanic mountain. A great view point can be visited in 30 minutes hike up. To get to the top of the mountain it will 

take 2 hours’ time.  Another interesting sight with great panoramic view is Embung.  Embung is a small artificial 

lake that waters the fruit and vegetable garden year round. 

8.00  - 9.00   drive from Jogyakarta to Nglanggeran 

9.00  - 12.00  hiking Gunung Api Purba                 

12.00 -13.00 lunch at a local families house               

13.00 -14.30 hike to waterfall surrounding Nglanggeran             

14.30 - 15.00 drive to Embung                 
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15.00 - 16.00 enjoy Embung panoramic view               

16.00 - 17.00 drive back to Jogyakarta                 

 

Why Community Based Tourism  

Tourism activities to empower and to develop the village. All activities organized are aimed to develop our village 

and to encourage the young generation in developing their capability.  80 houses function as homestay and there 

is a minimum standard to operate. The community started an artificial lake to support the agriculture during the 

long dry season is part of the village project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candirejo Village 

Explore the richness of Candirejo village to gain insight of daily 

local community, either in custom, tradition, the agricultural 

system of multi-cropping. Having direct experience with the 

local people in the field of planting, preparing the ground for 

cultivation, picking many kinds of the seasonal fruits is a 

memorable change. Young coconut water freshly picked up 

from the coconut tree makes a complete decoration for the 

village tour. 

 

Why Community Based Tourism:  

It is set up as a cooperative. Villagers can voluntarily join. Being a homestay, providing traditional transport with 

horse car, share music like Gamelan, home cooking, hiking trips, guides, and local products selling. Members 

agree to rostering system to give all equal chance to make an income. Village projects has made the village cleaner 

and greener. 

Penglipuran Village – Bali 

Penglipuran Village has become customary since 1992, as 

the village is a rural area in Bali which has a regular order, 

both physically and village governance structures, and can 

not be separated from cultural values that were held by the 

public. Penglipuran people's homes are all in the form of 

Balinese traditional house which is divided into two parts, 

the west and east. All the houses have the same form of the 

front. This section is made of soil material for walls and 

bamboo for the roof. The front of the house has angkul-

angkul or gate which functioned as a building guard. On the 

religious holy days, this section will be a place of offerings 

and is used as a place of worship. 
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Why Community Based Tourism:  

Inviting visitors to their villages is a way not only to raise funds for cultural and conservation activities, but also to 

raise community esteem for these assets. It is an opportunity for villagers to share their pride in Bali with visitors, 

and present Bali as they know and love it, to the world. The result is a unique chance for travelers to directly 

experience village life and see what Bali is all about. 

Pinge Village – Bali  

Pinge Traditional village is located in Marga district of Tabanan 
regency. The village is located 500 m above the sea level. The 
livelihoods of the majority of the population are farmers. The 
uniqueness’s of this village are the village compound and traditional 
architecture of the house. Moreover, it has a beautiful view of the rice 
fields. In addition to the natural resources, the village has an ancient 
relic, Pura Natar Jemeng. The village is surrounded by two rivers that 
has a variety of unique culture. The village has a good spirit for those 
who love to do yoga and meditation exercise 

 

 

 

Why Community Based Tourism:  

Tourism activities to empower and to develop the village. All activities we organize are aimed to develop our village 

and to encourage the young generation in developing their capability. To support the society in the village we also 

use the houses of villagers for your overnight.  Create job opportunity for the villagers in order to increase their life 

standard and to engage young and old in the activities. 

Tenganan Village – Bali  

Tenganan village is located in East Bali. This village attracts tourism 

by its unique Bali Aga culture that holds to the original traditions, 

ceremonies and rules of ancient Balinese. The village layout and 

architecture are unique with rows of family compounds along the 

pavilions in the middle that are used for ceremonial gatherings and 

for administrative decisions. The village is closed by walls and 

natural boundary such as the river. The village is known for its 

Geringsing double ikat textiles that protect villagers against the evil 

outside world. 

 

Why Community Based Tourism:  

Inviting visitors to their villages is a way not only to raise funds for cultural and conservation activities, but also to 

raise community esteem for these assets. It is an opportunity for villagers to share their pride in Bali with visitors, 

and present Bali as they know and love it, to the world. The result is a unique chance for travelers to directly 

experience village life and see what Bali is all about. 
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Senaru Panorama Walk – Lombok 

Led by local woman guides, this half-day trek explores the beautiful foothills & 

villages that surround Mt Rinjani, in Lombok’s northern district of Bayan. In this trek 

you will experience local culture, wildlife, and features of outstanding natural 

beauty. 

Why Community Based Tourism:  

Women guide association to empower women by having their own income. The 

association trains new guides in English and skills and also runs a recycle waste 

program. 

 

Rinjani – Lombok 

Mount Rinjani is  - with 3.726 meters above sea level - the 

second highest volcano in Indonesia. The crater rim 

offers a fantastic panorama view of the Segara Anak Lake 

and the volcano. From the summit of Mount Rinjani you 

can see half of Lombok, Gili Meno, Gili Air and Gili 

Trawangan as well as Bali. Depending on the time you 

want to spend on the mountain you can also take a bath 

in the hot springs, visit the caves, camp on the lake or 

climb Mount Baru, the new little volcano growing out of 

the crater. 

 

 

 

Why Community Based Tourism:  

Consultation and coordination for ecotourism management in Gunung Rinjani based on participatory principle 

and integration between government, community, and the tourism industry. 

Waerebo – Flores  

For the sportive guest who would like to hike and experience a 

local experience in a very unique place, then Waerebo is a 

perfect place. An old Manggaraian village, Waerebo is situated 

in pleasant and isolated mountain scenery. The village offers 

visitors a unique opportunity to see authentic Manggarai housing 

and experiencing everyday life of the local community. 

 

 

Why Community Based Tourism:  

The community organization divides the village in groups that take turns acting as hosts for tourists. Thanks to 

tourism the community benefit from better trails to carry farming products. Also the renovation of the traditional 

house allow the villagers to reconnect to their ancestry and revive the building of the traditional houses the villagers 

were taught architectural techniques that were nearly lost. 
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Tangkahan – Sumatra 

Tangkahan is a small village on the border of Gunung Leuser 

National Park located in North Sumatra. It is situated at the junction 

of 2 rivers, the Buluh River and the Batang River. Tangkahan 

specialises in eco-tourism activities like jungle trekking and Elephant 

trekking. These elephants were original troublesome elephants that 

were involved in destroying fields and houses in surrounding 

villages. Now they serve to protect not only the villages but other 

elephants in the wild. 

 

 

Why Community Based Tourism:  

The village together with illegal loggers developed eco-tourism as a new form of lively hood.  As a result in 2011 

illegal logging stopped, improve livelihood, and develop a sense of pride amongst the locals. Community form the 

visitor center which coordinates the activities. Fauna & Flora International formed the community response unit, 

and elephants were brought in to Tangkahan from Aceh. Where elephants and human were competing over land 

use, elephants have been removed to a few "elephant schools". In Tangkahan the elephants are a tourism 

attraction and in this way prevent illegal logging as it gave an alternative to improve the livelihood. Elephants are 

also used to help the ranger to patrol the forest against illegal logging. 

 

 

 

 

Village Activities and Homestay in Rumah Desa - Bali 

We offer village excursions where you get an insight in the daily 

life. You will be invited to experience it by joining in with village 

activities such as offer making, join in cooking or preparing, try 

to plant rice or harvest fruits. If you want to indulge deeper into 

the village life, you can stay overnight in one of the village 

homestays. 

Why Community Based Tourism:  

Besides an income directly to villagers it makes the people 

proud of their village and its specialties.  
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RESPONSIBLE TOURISM EXPERIENCES 

Spriritual Tour with Yayasan Widya Guna in Bali 

Yayasan Widya Guna, is a formal Indonesian non-profit organization, 

founded by Ketut Sadia and Gill Rijnenberg, and its doors opened in 

2006. The Yayasan operates under the WINS Project umbrella, a 

Dutch Foundation, which also has associates in USA, Australia, 

France and UK. WINS stands for the Dutch phrase “Weeskinderen 

Indonesie Naar School”, which litterally means “Orphans in Indonesia 

to school”. Yayasan Widya Guna has now become a place where 

Balinese children can receive a good start in life. Orphans, the 

disabled and other children needing a helping hand are given the 

opportunity to obtain a good education, and become independent 

and responsible for their own future. As well as providing education, 

housing and regular food, a support net is also there for the children that require it. 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

Visiting this foundation supports education made available for under privileged and challenged children. 

Sjakitarius 

Sjaki-Tari-Us has the aim to share knowledge and experience to 

teachers and parents in counseling and educating children with a 

mental disability on Bali, Indonesia. Their focus is children with a 

mental disability in Bali under the following motto; not less, but 

differently gifted. Sjakitarius offer children and teenagers with a 

mental disability a learning program and teach the parents how to 

educate and take care of their child. They achieve this by sharing and 

educating our Balinese teachers our western knowledge and 

experiences in the guidance of these children are helpful as well. 

Furthermore, they have developed, and still continue to develop, 

special learning programs. 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

Visiting this foundation supports education made available for under privileged and disabled children. 

Mekar Buwana 

A family founded center, Mekar Buwana vision is to document and 

reconstruct rare or extinct Balinese gamelan music and dance. They 

achieve this through research and study, then we educate 

through workshops, lessons and performances. 

The results of our projects are audio and video recordings as well as 

reconstructed performances using antique instruments. Hiring our 

troupes supports our ongoing documentation, reconstruction and 

study activities. 

 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

Mekar Bhuana is active in the documentation, study, reconstruction and performance of nearly forgotten Balinese 

dances. Based on more than 15 years of research, we work closely with senior guru from the villages, as well as 

professional musicians and dancers, to document, study and re-popularize a near-extinct tradition. 

http://www.balimusicanddance.com/about-us/gamelan
http://www.balimusicanddance.com/about-us/dance
http://www.balimusicanddance.com/study/workshops-lessons
http://www.balimusicanddance.com/study/lessons
http://www.balimusicanddance.com/category/portfolio
http://www.balimusicanddance.com/multimedia/recording
http://www.balimusicanddance.com/hire-us/performances
http://www.balimusicanddance.com/hire-us/performances
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Kunang – Kunang 

Fire flies are a special interest attraction in Bali. Between 

19.30 and 22.00 is the most active time to see the flashing of 

the fire flies. The function of the fireflies flashing is to carry on 

a flirty dialogue with their partner. The one with the brightest 

flashing ligt is in favor. Once very common in Bali the fire flies 

get sparser now due to their natural habitat being disturbed 

by pollution. This excursion will bring you to a quiet and 

faraway spot north of Ubud. Walk away from the main road 

with the only light of a torch on the small rice field paths for 

the best sighting. This night adventure will add a unique 

experience to your trip in Bali. 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

Create awareness of the live of the fireflies and experience a night out in the fields. 

Tunjuk Village and Farming 

Near Tabanan, northwest of Ubud, is Tunjuk, a quintessential 

Balinese village. Known by musicologists for its excellent gamelan 

orchestra, Tunjuk has a beautiful village temple and classic picture 

perfect moments of rice harvesters walking home from the fields on 

a quiet evening. Walking along with local farmers toward the rice field 

could be something different. Furthermore, join them in traditional rice 

cultivating process up to planting rice, as it would be an amazing 

experience in your life. While passing on the rice field line, more 

variety of vegetables could be seen and a chance meeting other local 

farmers, then have a short chat with them. 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

A social activity which is developed related to sustainable tourism concept. The tourist attraction offered is referring 

to the potential recourses of the village itself, both natural and human recourses. Through this alternative tourism 

will do hope elevate both local skill as well as economic scale of the village. 

Pingge, Desa Baru 

JED is a strong statement from communities who want to decide for 

themselves the future of their people, their culture and their 

environment. Inviting visitors to their villages is a way not only to raise 

funds for cultural and conservation activities, but also to raise 

community esteem for these assets. It is an opportunity for villagers 

to share their pride in with visitors, and present their region as they 

know and love it, to the world. The result is a unique chance for 

travelers to directly experience village life and cultures. 

 

 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

Inviting visitors to their villages is a way not only to raise funds for cultural and conservation activities, but also to 

raise community esteem for these assets. It is an opportunity for villagers to share their pride in Bali with visitors, 

and present Bali as they know and love it, to the world. The result is a unique chance for travelers to directly 

experience village life and see what Bali is all about. 
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Semarang City Walk with Friends of Old City 

A hike through the old city will bring you to the colonial historical sites 

around Blenduk church 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

Preserving the heritages 

 

 

 

Cianjur Adventure 

The Cianjur Adventure Program is a pioneer in community-based 

tourism in Java and provides travellers with a great opportunity to 

experience real Indonesian life in the town of Cianjur, West Java. 

Founded in 1998 by Yudi Sujana, a Cianjur local who has traveled 

extensively, the program allows travelers to explore Indonesia off the 

beaten path, accompanied by Yudi and his team (Andang, Markus, 

Yanty, Dafyd, Anthony, Henry, Jamal and Apan), and enthusiastic 

locals who are passionate about sharing their knowledge of the local 

culture, nature and cuisine. The program includes excursion to rural 

village, floating village, traditional market, Tea plantation and factory, 

Recycle project, botanical garden, hike Mount Gede, cooking class etc, as Cianjur is off the beaten path, there is 

hardly any tourist around anywhere you go. Occasional English teaching voluntary work is available for those with 

TEFL Certificate, those without TEFL certificate can only visit the school, please contact us first for the availability 

of English teaching voluntary work and school visit. 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

The Cianjur Adventure Program provides income from tourism to the community of Cianjur and provides travelers 

with a great opportunity to experience real Indonesian life in the town of Cianjur, West Java and supports the 

villagers. Home stay connecting to the program are spread through the village and benefit the community. 

 

Sukamade 

Almost every night of the year, turtles appear on Sukamade beach to lay 

eggs. It is clearly a globally important site and one which is protected 24 

hours a day, 365 days a year by the park rangers. Some eggs are taken 

by the rangers to protect them from predators, both human and other 

animals. These are incubated in the safety of the park hatchery and the 

youngsters are released to the ocean on the very beach from where the 

eggs were laid. There are similar beaches within the park boundary but it 

seems to be Sukamade that the turtles prefer. 

 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

Supports the conservation of turtles 
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Ibu Harnik Plantation Walk 

Various crops will be seen here and our experienced tour guide will 

explain about the plants during the tour such as coffee, coconut, snake-

fruit, cinnamon, nutmeg, pepper, and rubber tree, cocoa are the variety 

of crops of which you may not have known better before taking this trips. 

Dairy farm with around 80 cows which are milked by hand every 

morning (07:00) and evening (19:00) , Brown-sugar processing from 

sap of undeveloped coconut flower (afternoon). 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

A visit supports the home and education and food for underprivileged 

children. 

Kampung Naga 

About 1 hour after Leles, down by the river, lies the traditional 

Sundanese village Kampung Naga. In 2009 this village was closed 

to visitors due to a conflict with the government on the rising of 

petroleum prices – there is no electricity and the villagers therefore 

use kerosene lamps. If it can be visited then allow about 1 – 1,5 hours 

for the visit. You need to walk down a long flight of concrete stairs. 

When you arrive at the river, do not go straight across but turn right 

and walk in to Kampung Naga. Be aware that the climb back up is 

quite long. 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

The government provided concrete steps which connected the village to the outside world and battery powered 

radios as gifts for the village; tour guides were government-trained and reiterated the Naga people's desire for: 

self-sufficiency; the continuation of their traditions; and their desire to be model citizens. 

Angklung Udjo 

Saung Angklung Udjo (SAU) is one–stop cultural workshop, consists 

of performance venue, bamboo handicraft center, and bamboo 

instrument workshop. Apart from that, SAU has an honorable 

function as an educational laboratory and training centre to preserve 

the Sundanese culture – Angklung in particular. 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

The foundation was built with purpose and dedication to conserve 

West Java’s Sundanese traditional art and culture. The “One Man, 

One Tree” program, educating visitors about the importance of planting trees and giving them the chance to 

participate in the program. 
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Laweyan Batik Village 

Laweyan is one of the central Batik in Solo. This village was the icon 

Batik Solo. Since the 19th century, this village was known as batik 

village. That is why the village of Laweyan once known as the village 

of batik boss (kampong juragan batik). The batik traditional art 

masterpiece continually performed by Laweyan’s society until now. 

The surrounding situation of batik making activities in the past, 

predominated by the existence of batik entrepreneur as the owner 

of batik business. 

 

 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

Visitors are welcome to learn how to create a batik, and get a glimpse of village live and support the community. 

Cyber Village Tamansari 

Kampoeng Cyber, which translates roughly from Indonesian to 

“Cyber Village,” is a small, densely packed neighborhood of about 

150 people located next to the famous Sultan’s palace, or Kraton, in 

Yogyakarta, Indonesia. The community has gained local notoriety 

for being one of the first in Indonesia to connect most of its residents 

to high-speed cable internet through their own initiative. Since 2008 

these denizens have consciously been building their identity around 

a pool of symbols that draw from their Javanese roots, batik-making 

skills, and now, their integration into the “high-tech” and “globalized” 

world. Now, a number of families make use of the internet to sell 

batik, advertise their fried chicken, or manage their fishing hobby 

groups. Social interactions are also increasingly mediated through social media. 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

One of the strongest motivating factors for starting Kampoeng Cyber, claims its elected leader, was to give locals 

a chance to compete economically with the larger, more successful batik and curio shops that line the main streets. 

Kampoeng Cyber now actively makes use of both urban space and cyber space to navigate its cultural, political, 

and economic identity in a post-reform context that has seen an increasing tendency for individual neighborhoods 

to develop independently of direct government support. 

Merapi and Merbabu hike from Selo 

Selo is located in Boyolali, and famous for its location as it’s located 

in the middle of Merapi and Merbabu mountains. As the main gate to 

climb both mountains, the community in Selo is working hand in hand 

when it comes to creating a safe environment for mountain climbers 

and giving the right information for the climbers. 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

100 homestays are coordinated in this village with a support from the 

government. 
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Samboja Lodge 

Here, for the first time, visitors will be able to work closely with us in 

the many projects currently active in Samboja Lestari in aid of saving 

our rainforests and the orangutan. The area around the Lodge has 

been planted with many indigenous tree species, flowers and fruiting 

trees. There is also a salt lake, which attracts many animals right 

beside the Lodge. At night, the evening sky is full of stars and the 

Southern Cross is easily visible. 

 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

Supports the preservation of rain forest and rebuilding rainforests, and the Borneo Orang Utan Survival Foundation. 

Kajang Tribe 

Kajang Tribe or Kajang People or in Indonesia call it "Suku Kajang" 

is sub-ethnic of Makassar ethnic groups, who inhabited a particular 

area in the forest. The area and the people are quite isolated from 

other people of Bulukumba Regency. The Head of this group who is 

ruled by a tribal and religious is called "Ammatoa" and their land call 

it Tana Toa. Kajang Tribe or Kajang People or in Indonesia call it 

"Suku Kajang" is sub-ethnic of Makassar ethnic groups, who 

inhabited a particular area in the forest. The area and the people are 

quite asolated from other people of Bulukumba Regency. The Head 

of this group who is ruled by a tribal and religious is called 

"Ammatoa" and their land call it Tana Toa. 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

Local village that live according old traditions and keep outside influences away. Visitor’s contribution to the 

community. 

Bukit Lawang 

A UNESCO World Heritage Site and home to numerous bird, plant 

and mammal species, Bukit Lawang is famous for the Sumatran 

orangutan (Pongo abelii), which can be seen in the jungle in Bukit 

Lawang as well as at the daily feedings. 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

In 2003 a flood hit the village. Villager believe it was caused by 

logging. Most of the local people are aware of the importance of 

preservation of the fragile eco-system they live in. Especially the 

income of responsible and ecological tourism will help to found a 

good future for this people. A visit provides an income for the 

protection of the Orang Utan and the Gunung Leuser NP. 
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Harau Valley 

The uniqueness of the valley are the cliffs. With the rocky surface 

and dark brown color, these cliffs are like a giant wall. At the bottom 

of the cliffs you find a tretch of paddy fields and green lush trees. The 

valley is also attractive with flowing seven waterfalls. 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

Overnight in home stay, local people are guiding - benefits the local 

community but it is not community based. 

 

Pringgasela 

For girls in Pringgasela village, to weave is an obligation that has to 

learn. The weaving skill is part of the village’s cultural custom. Before 

marry, a girl must weave for her future husband, one piece of fabric 

as a love and devotion symbol. With the weaving skill, the woman 

can help the husband to fulfill the life needs. In Pringgasela village, 

you will see girls doing the weaving cloth process. From twisting, 

tying to get motif, dying, till weaving. All of it is done when they’re 

free from their household job. When making the weaving cloth, they 

still hold the traditional values. If you visit this village, you will see 

them operating a traditional weaving tool, not a machine one. Some 

big, some small. To get a string weaving, they use a bigger weaving 

tool than it usually used to make songket weaving. The tool has 15 parts and only used to make complex motifs. 

In dying process, the craftsman still uses natural colorant, from leaves and woods. The combination of the natural 

color and traditional weaving creates a high quality of weaving cloth. 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

A cooperation of weavers ensure a good price for their products and connection to the buyers. 

Biorock Trawangan 

The biorock technology is a technique to create artificial coral reefs 

used to restore the coral reefs around the gili islands. You will learn 

about the biorock structures and then continue the snorkeling tour to 

see how corals grow, turtles chill and fish swim on and around the 

structures. In 1.5 hour you will be shown over 60 artificial reef 

structures. You will need to be able to competently swim in open 

water and bring your own snorkel equipment. 

Why Responsible Tourism:  

Be part of restoring the reef. Find out how we restore the reefs and 

help the continuation of this project. With every booking a donation 

is made towards the project. 

 

http://www.lombokindonesia.org/weaving-women-pringgasela-village
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Foodie Tours 

Food is a cultural tradition in Indonesia, and street food is abundant. 

Each area of Indonesia has their specialties.  With this tour you will 

be guided through the old city of Denpasar, the capital city of Bali on 

foot. Your guide will bring you to several places while entertaining 

you with stories of Balinese culture and history. The most delicious 

way to discover Denpasar and interact with the life of the local 

residents.  

Why Responsible Tourism:  

By joining this tour you can learn about local street food and lifestyle, 

and support local food seller 

 


