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Seba Baduy    April / May  

  

Seba Ceremony tradition is a ceremonial, cultural 
expression or gratitude form for the harvest produced 
for one year and an expression of thanks and respect 
from the Baduy Tribe to Regent of Lebak as the 
leader of the Baduy Tribe living place. The Seba 
Ceremony Implementation creates a good 
relationship between the Baduy Tribe and 
bureaucrats.   
Seba Ceremony is held every year, between April-
May in the year AD. The tribute given to local regent 
has a motive from the custom obligation, gratitude, 
expectancy and prayer. Gratitude, expectancy and 
prayer are delivered verbally by an official of the 
Baduy Tribe and it is realized with the dedication of 
harvest. It has a local wisdom of the simplicity of the 
Baduy Tribe life.  

 

Location: Banten. Jawa Barat 

 

 

Upacara Labuhan April 

  

Labuhan Ceremony is a traditional ceremony of 
Yogyakarta that has been done since the time of 
Mataram kingdom of Islam in the XIII century until 
now in the province of Yogyakarta Special Region. 
The community believes that by doing Labuhan 
Ceremony, peace and prosperity will be built amongst 
the nation.  Labuhan ceremonies are usually 
performed in four distant places. Each place has its 
own historical background. The four places are 
Dlepih located in Wonogiri Regency, Central Java, 
The second place is Parangtritis in the south of 
Yogyakarta, The third is Mount Lawu Peak and the 
fourth is at the peak of Mount Merapi. This is a 
religious ceremony that is only carried out on the 
command of the King (Sultan) as the head of the 
kingdom. And according to the tradition of the 
Sultanate of Yogyakarta, Labuhan Ceremony is 
officially performed in the event such as the 
Coronation of Sultan, Tingalan Panjenengan 
(Anniversary of Sultan's coronation). 

 

Location: Pantai Parangtritis, Yogyakarta 
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Yadnya Kasada July 

  

Yadnya Kasada  is observed by the Tenggerese, who 
are descendants of princes of the 13th century 
Majapahit kingdom, living in the highlands of Mt. 
Bromo. Though the majority of Javanese have 
converted to Islam, this unique community still clings 
to their beliefs from the ancient days of Majapahit till 
today. Like the Hindu Balinese, the Tenggerese 
worship Ida Sang HyangWidi Wasa, the Almighty 
God, along with the Trimurti gods, Siwa, Brahma and 
Visnu, with added elements of Animism and 
Mahayana Buddhism.  

Yadnya Kasada day arrives, the crowds that have 
travelled together up the mountain, throw offerings 
into the crater of the volcano. These sacrifices include 
vegetables, fruit, livestock, flowers and even money, 
and are offered in gratitude for agricultural and 
livestock abundance. Despite the evident danger, 
some locals risk climbing down into the crater to 
retrieve the sacrificed goods, believing that they will 
bring good luck.  

The origin of this ritual stems from an ancient legend 
of a princess named Roro Anteng and her husband 
Joko Seger. After many years of marriage, the couple 
remained childless, and therefore meditated atop 
Mount Bromo, beseeching the mountain gods for 
assistance. The gods granted them 24 children, 
under the condition that the 25th child must be thrown 
into the volcano as human sacrifice. The gods’ 
request was observed, and so the tradition of offering 
sacrifices into the volcano to appease the deities 
continues until today, although instead of humans, 
chickens, goats and vegetables are thrown into the 
crater for sacrifice. 

 

Location: Mt Bromo 
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Yogyakarta International Street 
Performance      

September 

  

Yogyakarta International Street Performance is an 
annual international performance art event designed 
by artists from Yogyakarta and government tourism 
office of DIY tries to embrace and involve artists from 
around the world. This comes from thinking that in 
Yogyakarta, the climate of art grows fast and cultural 
art is well maintained. Jogja International Street 
Performance 2017 hoped to be an alternative for art 
activities that give performance artists a new space 
to be creative. This international event is also hoped 
to be a room to unite culture between countries and 
build communication apart from tribe, race, religion, 
and group between both regions and countries that is 
expressed through joint art activities. In this event, 
there will be a chance to interact with each other so 
that collaboration between artists from various 
countries may happen. This event is also tried to raise 
the destination on art activities in Yogyakarta.  
 

Location: Jalan Malioboro. Yogyakarta 

 

 

 

Upacara Sekaten October 

  

Sekaten (originated from Arabic word: Syahadatain) 
is a week-long Javanese traditional ceremony, 
festival, fair and pasar malam (night market) 
commemorating Mawlid (the birthday of prophet 
Muhammad), celebrated annually started on 5th day 
through the 12th day of (Javanese Calendar) Mulud 
month (corresponding to Rabi' al-awwal in Islamic 
Calendar). The festivities usually took place in 
northern alun-alun (square) in Yogyakarta, and 
simultaneously also celebrated in northern alun-alun 
of Surakarta. This ceremony originally were initiated 
by Sultan Hamengkubuwana I, the founder of 
Yogyakarta Sultanate to promote the Islamic faith.  

 

Location: Alun – alun kota Yogyakarta, Yogyakarta 
& Alun – alun kota Solo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5 

Grebek Muldan October 

  

The main event of Sekaten is called the Grebeg 
Muludan that held in 12th day (exactly during the 
birthday of Prophet Muhammad) starting in 8:00 am. 
The main Gunungan (Javanese: mountain), a model 
of mountain made of sticky rice, sweets, various 
foods, crackers, fruits and vegetables, were guarded 
by 10 units of bregodo (brigade) of the royal guards 
of the palace (the companies under His Majesty's 
Kraton Guard Regiment): Wirobrojo, Daeng, 
Patangpuluh, Jogokaryo, Prawirotomo, Nyutro, 
Ketanggung, Mantrijero, Surokarso, and Bugis 
Companies, together with the Royal Guard Battalion 
of the Duchy of Pakualaman. The Gunungan will be 
carried in processions from Kemandungan through 
Sitihinggil and Pagelaran hall and finally ended in 
Grand Mosque. After the prayer, the Gunungan that 
symbolize the wealth and prosperity of Mataram 
Sultanate will be picked, fought over and ripped apart 
by the people that already waiting in the square, as 
they believed this objects is sacred, potent and could 
bring good luck, prosperity and wealth upon their 
households. Usually these parts of Gunungan will be 
kept in the house for luck, or buried in the rice fields 
as the traditional Javanese farmers believed that 
these objects will grant their fields fertility and 
protection from locust, plagues, and any misfortunes 
that might befell them.  

 

Location: Alun – alun kota Yogyakarta, Yogyakarta 
& Alun – alun kota Solo 
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Templak Wajik October  

  

Two days before Grebeg Muludan, the ceremony 
called Tumplak Wajik was held in palace Magangan 
field in 4:00 PM afternoon. This ceremony is started 
by kotekan ceremony which incorporate singing 
traditional songs accompanied with rhythmic hitting of 
kentongan (bamboo or wooden slit drum) and 
lumpang (rice mortar and pestle), that marked the 
making of Gunungan which will be carried in Grebeg 
Mulud festival. The traditional Javanese kue called 
wajik which is diamond-shaped sticky rice in palm 
sugar, is an essential part of this ceremony, and 
included within gunungan offering. The song played 
in this Tumplak Wajik ceremony is usually the popular 
Javanese traditional songs, such as Lompong Keli, 
Tundhung Setan, Owal awil, etc. 

 

Tell your driver: Jl. Taman Wijaya Kusuma Jakarta 
Pusat 

 

 

Upacara Siraman Pustaka November 

  

The ceremony of Siraman Pusaka is the traditional 
ceremony of the Sultan's Palace to clean up all the 
heirlooms that belong to the palace. This tradition is 
held on every month of Suro on Friday Kliwon or 
Tuesday Kliwon from morning until noon which is 
usually done for 2 days. The cleaned heritage varied 
such as Spear, Keris, Sword, Train, and many more. 
The most important treasures from The Palace of 
Yogyakarta is K.K Ageng Plered Spear, K.K Ageng 
Sengkelat Keris, Nyai Jimat Horse Carriage. The 
King will only be cleaning Ageng Plered and Ageng 
Sengkelat, and after that, the other new heirlooms are 
cleansed by the Princes such as Wayah Dalem and 
the Bupati. 

 

Location: Jalan Rotowijayan Blok No. 1, 
Panembahan, Kraton, Yogyakarta  
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Upacara Saparan November 

  

Ambarketawang village, located in Gamping District 
Yogyakarta, has a typical traditional Ceremony of 
Yogyakarta Slaughtering Bekakak. The tradition is 
about slaughtering a pair of young temanten (bride 
and groom) dolls made from sticky rice flour held 
once a year in Sapar (Java calendar). This tradition 
is related to the character Ki Wirasuta, one of three 
brothers with Ki Wirajamba and Ki Wiradana who is a 
beloved Abdi Dalem Hamengkubuana I. When the 
construction of the Yogyakarta Palace took place, the 
abdi dalem lived in Ambarketawang guesthouse 
except Ki Wirasuta who chose to live in a cave on 
Mount Gamping. On the full moon between the 10th 
and the 15th, on Friday there was a disaster. Mount 
Gamping Avalanche, Ki Wirasuta and his family were 
struck by an avalanche and declared missing 
because his body was not found.  

 

Location: Desa Ambarketawang, Kecamatan 
Gamping Yogyakarta  

 

 

Upacara Nguras Enceh November 

  

Nguras Enceh Ceremony is an annual ritual tradition 
that is held every Friday Kliwon or Tuesday Kliwon in 
month of Sura (Javanese calendar). This ritual in the 
form of cleaning Gentong (clay pot) located in the 
tomb of the Kings of Java in Imogiri, D.I Yogyakarta. 
This ceremony is interpreted as an attempt to clear 
the heart and soul of unpleasant things.  

This Sura Rituals are commemorated by other 
Javanese communities with tradition such as the 
Alms Tradition, on the coasts of the South Coast of 
Java by floating out "Uba Rampe" (offerings) in the 
middle of the sea. Uba Rampe is an offering or 
offerings in the form of Tumpeng (rice shaped like 
cone), head of goat, chicken and various other 
traditional snacks. 

For the Javanese community located in the rural 
area, their ritual during the month of Sura is done in 
the form of giving offerings in the foot of Mt Merapi on 
the part of Boyolali area, and climbing Top of 
Sangalikur in Kudus. 

 

Location: Makam Raja – raja Mataram, Yogyakarta. 
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Upacara Rabo Pungkasan Wonokromo November 

  

Rabon Ceremony Pungkasan Wonokromo Pleret is 
one of the traditional ceremonies in Yogyakarta or 
more precisely located in the Village Wonokromo, 
Pleret, Bantul regency. This ceremony is usually held 
on the last Wednesday (Rabo Pungkasan) in month 
of Shafar which is meant as a form of expression of 
gratitude to God Almighty. 

The ceremonial center is held in front of the mosque 
and a week before the event, which is always 
crowded. As time passes, this celebration caused 
commotion to the nearby mosque, therefore the 
celebration is moved to the City Hall. 

In Rabo Pungkasan ceremony, many entertainments 
take place such as Sekaten Night Market 
Celebration. The peak of the show itself is a parade 
of giant Lemper (glutinous rice filled with seasoned 
shredded chicken or meat floss) taken from 
Wonokromo Mosque to Wonokromo Village Hall. 
This parade started with the Keraton Soldiers and 
then the giant Lemper is being carried and then art 
groups. 

At the end of the ceremony, the Lemper will be 
distributed to the community because it is considered 
to be a blessing for those who can bring home the 
Lemper. 

 

Location: Wonokromo, Pleret, Bantul, Yogyakarta  
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Maulid nabi November 10 

  

Mawlid or Mawlid al-Nabi al-Sharif is the observance 
of the birthday of the Islamic prophet Muhammad 
which is commemorated in Rabi' al-awwal, the third 
month in the Islamic calendar. 12th Rabi' al-awwal is 
the accepted date among most of the Sunni scholars, 
while Shi'a scholars regard 17th Rabi' al-awwal as the 
accepted date. 

The origin of Mawlid observance dates back to the 
period of the early four Rashidun Caliphs of Islam. 
The Ottomans declared it an official holiday in 1588. 
The term Mawlid is also used in some parts of the 
world, such as Egypt, as a generic term for the 
birthday celebrations of other historical religious 
figures such as Sufi saints. 

Most denominations of Islam approve of the 
commemoration of Muhammad's birthday; however, 
some denominations including Wahhabism/Salafism, 
Deobandism and the Ahmadiyya disapprove its 
commemoration, considering it an unnecessary 
religious innovation (bid'ah or bidat). Mawlid is 
recognized as a national holiday in most of the 
Muslim-majority countries of the world except Saudi 
Arabia and Qatar which are officially Wahhabi/Salafi. 
Shaykh Faraz Rabbani states that the Mawlid is 
generally approved of across the four Islamic schools 
of law and by mainstream Islamic scholarship. 

 

Location: All around Java  

 

 
 
 

 

 


