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MAP OF WAKATOBI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4 

WELCOME TO WAKATOBI 

 

Wakatobi is well known in the world of divers. It is located in the Asia Pacific World coral Triangle. There is clear 

water and a rich bio – diverse underwater life. From fringing sloping reefs to stunning walls, it is no wonder that this 

is a diver’s haven. The fact that the islands are far out and thus has been isolated let them preserve their culture 

very well.  

Then name Wakatobi comes from the main islands being Wangi Wangi , Kaledupa , Tomia and Binongko. 
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WANGI WANGI 

 

Wangi Wangi is the biggest island and it has an 

Airport. This makes the island the doorstep for 

visitors. There are daily flights with Wings, 

Garuda is flying 4 x per week. The tourism 

activities are the easiest accessible on this island. 

There is a nice resort which is perfect to relax for 

a few days in comfort. And dive sites are easy 

accessible around the islands. 

 

 

 

 

Traditional Food 

Kasoami 
The local main food of Wakatobi. It is a steamed food made from smashed cassava, pressed and cooked. It is 

served with a side dish as parende or grilled fish 

Parende 
Is a fish soup made from coral fish cooked with lemongrass leaves and turmeric. 

Luluta (Bamboo Rice) 
Sticky rice mixed with onions and coconut milk. Packed in Banana leaves and then grilled in bamboo. 

Kambalu 
Grated Taro root, molded in plaited coconut leaves and then cooked with coconut milk. 

Places of Interest 

Lia Togo Village and Fortress 
Situated in the village of Lia Togo is Liya Fort. The fort consists of four layers of walls. Within the premises of the 

fort is the Royal Mosque.  There are strong bonds with the Buton Kingdom and traditions are kept alive in the 

village.  

Turquoise Lagoon and Fresh Water Spring 
From Lia Togo you can walk down to the beach through a rock garden. In the lagoon you can do canoeing in a 

dugout canoe to a fresh water spring. 

Beaches 
Snorkeling and diving: diving and snorkeling can be done from several spots around Wangi Wangi. Easy accessible 

directly from the beach or from the pier.  

A popular beach is Cemara beach near Waha village.  

A short and beautiful white sandy beach is Molii Sahatu Beach. Located at Patuno village.  

Other beaches are Waelumu beach, Patuno beach, Sousu beach and Matahora beach. 
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Water Caves 
There are several fresh water caves on the island, enclosed by rocks. Recommended are Kontamale, Teekosapi, 

and Topa mandate water caves. The caves are generally located in the middle of the village. 

Mola – Bajau Village 
A visit to the Bajau village Mola is very interesting. Partly connected by road and partly through canals between 

the houses. The villagers are descendants of sea nomads that settled in Wangi Wangi since 1960. The tradition of 

the bajo culture has been passed from generation to generation. You can make good pictures of the houses on 

stilts on the water. And look at the village where dg out canoes are the main mode of transportation.  It is possible 

to be peddled around the village in one of their canoes (Lepa). This is especially recommended in the afternoon to 

watch the beautiful sunset.  

Located Just 2 km from Wanci the capital of Wangi Wangi. 

Dolphin Spotting 
Never guaranteed as the dolphins are free to go as they like. But in the early morning there is a good chance to 

see them. At the same time you can observe the morning activities of the Bajo Mola fishermen in these waters. 

KALEDUPA 

Surrounded by mangrove forest and coconut trees, 

Kaledupa is probably the most laid back island of 

Wakatobi. The name originates from “Kauhedupa” 

which means incense wood. The mainland is green 

hills dotted with wooden – stilt houses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Places of Interest 

Bajau Village: Bajo Sampela 
A traditional village in the middle of the sea. Sampela has 3.000 inhabitants living in traditional wooden houses 

built on coral stone base around 3 km from Kaledupa’s mainland. The village covers about 1km2. The houses are 

built in rows around 2 m above the water with small water channels for boat traffic in between. Small wooden piers 

and foot bridges connect the houses. Here you will see the life that seems to take you back to previous century. 

The people are fishermen and specialties are pearl fishing and sea cucumber.  

Mangrove 
At Limbo Lange you can rent a boat to cruise between small islands where lush mangrove forests grow along the 

coast. It is a great place for bird watching and admire the unique ecosystem while gliding through the small channels 

between the mangrove forests.  

Hoga Island 
Hoga Island can be reached from Kaledupa in 20 minutes by longboat. Hoga has 22 dive sites, all of which can be 

accessed within 30 minutes by boat.  There are 2 resorts that provide accommodation. If you wish to visit Kaledupa, 

you can best stay in Hoga. There is a white sandy beach all around the island. 
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Traditional Food 

Tombole’a is how the locals name the cooking of food using hot stones. Even though it can be cooked on a stove 

on many occasions the people of Kaledupa still use the hot stones to be the sotve. Most dishes are wrapped in 

banana leaves and put on the hot stones and covered with sand. While waiting for the food to be cooked a group 

of women will sing and dance to cheer up the moment. 

TOMIA 

Tomia Island can be reached in 4-5 hours by public 

boat from Wangi-Wangi. The island has been a 

famous dive site before the rest of Wakatobi was 

known by tourism. Besides the beauty of its 

underwater life, Tomia can be explored by 

motorbike or car. There are beautiful cliffs and 

beaches along the coast.  

 

 

 

 

 

Places of Interest 

Kulati Village 
Village of Kulati is a small village about 30 min by car from Waha harbor. As most villages in Tomia, there are not 

many wooden still houses left. At the end of the village there is the Tourism Information Center. From here you 

have a sea scenery as far as eyes can see with majestic cliffs as the backdrop.  The villagers have opened their 

houses to tourists who like to stay at a homestay and you can learn to cook traditional culinary with them. You can 

walk down from the cliff and cruise by boat along the shore. Nice snorkeling can be done at Kulati wreck. 

Patua Fort 
Among many heritage sites in Wakatobi, Patua Fort is te biggest with the building remains intact to date. There are 

3 main gates to enter the fort and you will find old graves, ruins of an old mosque, tunnels and old cannons inside. 

From the top you have a view across the sea and the lower land of Tomia. 

Traditional Food 

In Tomia you will be able to taste food from the sea such as sea cucumber, sea urchin, and other sea food 

specialties.  
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BINONGKO 

The Natural environment of the island is different 

here. The landscape consists of rocky hills and 

surrounded by cliffs and Mangrove forests. There are 

countless springs and many caves housing bats and 

flying foxes. The marine life is special known for the 

large amount of green turtles. There is no dive 

operator in Binongko, so dive equipment has to be 

brought from the other islands.  

 

 

 

 

 

Places of Interest 

Stone Park, Taman Batu 
Located underneath the fort of the old Tandu Haka village. Now no one is living here. The beautiful and unique 

rock garden forms a landscape which reminds of a moonscape. The park is around 3 km long and average 500 m 

wide. No plants and trees grow here. It get very hot here during the day and there is no shade. The nearest village 

is 30 minutes’ drive from the stone park. 

Blacksmith, Tukang Besi 
The islands are also named the tukang Besi islands. The blacksmiths in Binongko are famous for their high quality 

parang (Machete). You can visit to see the work and even try to do it yourself in a workshop. A great location to 

see them is Popalia village.  

Beaches 
Most beaches in Binongko have white sand and palm trees and nice clear water. Among the best beaches is 

Palahidu. It is easily reached by car and situated 2.5 km from Rukuwa village.  

Water Cave 
There are countless springs. One of them is Bante. Follow the ring road from Wali 14 km through the village Rukuwa 

to Bante village. There ask for Topa Labago. A small cave surrounded by hard rocks. The villagers use the spring 

to take a bath. Great for a cool down bathing.  


